
1

Political Philosophy & North-American Philosophy 

(1st Semester 2021-2022)

Viriato Soromenho-Marques

Calendar: 

From September 13th to December 17th, 2021

Tuesday: 11 30-14 00h (150’)

Thursday: 12 30h-14 00h (90’)

A Political Philosophy Approach to the Struggles for
Democracy and a Sustainable Society

in the American Experiment.

From the War of Independence (1775-1783) until to the 21st century
the North-American political experience has been defined by huge
political  transformations  (the  constitutional  debate  on  republican
federalism, the question of slavery within the broader reasons that
ended in the Civil War/War between the States, Reconstruction and
Segregation,  the new status of  World Power after  the WWI,  The
New Deal, the dismantling of Segregation and the “nationalization”
of the Bill  of Rights…). In all of these historical transformations of
American  political  and  social  institutions  we  may  identify  a  wide
range of philosophical concepts and principles used as grounding
blocks  for  gaining legitimacy  in  the public  sphere.  In  this  course
some of these categories and philosophical debates, linked to the
core  subject  of  democracy,  will  be  submitted  to  analysis  and
discussion.  New  topics  connect  with  the  emergence  of  the
environment crisis and intergenerational justice will be addressed.

The course activities will be based and supported in the study and
discussion of an extensive list of readings that will be accessible to
the students since the start of classes.
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Evaluation criteria are as follows:

 1 theoretical written test at the end of the course (50%)
 1 intermediate practical test (25%)
 A logbook (minimum with 5 pages) containing personal

reflections  and/or  reading  notes  from  the  students,
including the draft of individual oral presentations in class
(25%)
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